
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

November 2022 NEWSLETTER   

 

November Devotion – Prayers for the Souls in 

Purgatory 
The Church celebrates 2 
November  as All Souls Day, and 
the month of November is 
dedicated to prayers for the Souls 
in Purgatory. This month, the 
Church commemorates all her 
faithful children who have 
departed from this life, but have 
not yet attained the joys of 
heaven. St. Paul warns us that we must not be ignorant 
concerning the dead, nor sorrowful, "even as others 
who have no hope ... For the Lord Himself shall come 
down from heaven ... and the dead who are in Christ 
shall rise.” 
 
The Church has always taught us to pray for those who 
have gone into eternity. Even in the Old Testament 
prayers and alms were offered for the souls of the dead 
by those who thought "well and religiously concerning 
the resurrection." It was believed that "they who had 
fallen asleep with godliness had great grace laid up for 
them" and that "it is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed 
from sins." We know that a defiled soul cannot enter 
into heaven. 

Prayer for All Souls Day – 2 November 
God, Lord of mercies, grant to the souls of Your 
servants and handmaids, the place of refreshment, the 
bliss of eternal rest and the splendor of Your light. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Saint of the Month – Catherine Laboure, 
Visionary of the Miraculous Medal of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catherine Laboure (1806-
1876) was a French nun and 
member of the Daughters 
of Charity of St. Vincent de 
Paul.  She is recognized as 
the patroness of senior 
citizens, having spent 40 
years caring for the aged 
and infirm.  In 1830, her 
visions of the Blessed 
Virgin led to the creation of 
the Miraculous Medal of 
Our Lady of Graces, more 
commonly known as simply 
the Miraculous Medal, 
which is commemorated on 
27 November.  St. Catherine Laboure’s feast day is 
celebrated on 28 November. 
 
Laboure’s visions began as a child – first of St. Vincent 
de Paul, who told her, “My daughter, it is good to care 
for the sick.  For now, you flee from me, but one day 
you will be glad to approach me.  God has plans for 
you. Don’t forget it!”  In 1830, after entering the 
convent of the Daughters of Charity, additional visions 
occurred, this time of the Virgin Mary. 

(continued next page…) 
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O Mary, conceived without sin. Pray 
for us who have recourse to you. Marian Feast Days for November: 

 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary –    

21 November 
Miraculous Medal of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary – 27 November 
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(…continued from page 1) 
On 27 November, during evening meditations, 
Laboure reported seeing the Blessed Mother inside an 
oval frame, standing on a globe, with rays of light 
coming out of her hands toward the globe.  Around 
the oval frame were the words:  “O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.”  
As she watched, the oval seemed to rotate, and she saw 
twelve stars in a circle, with a large letter “M” showing 
beneath a cross, with depictions of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary below the 
“M.”  The Blessed Virgin instructed Laboure to take 
the images to her confessor, telling him that they 
should be put on medallions – “All who wear them will 
receive great graces.”   
 
Laboure did this, but medals were not produced until 
two years later, following Church investigations and 
“observations” of her normal daily behavior. The 
medals were very popular in France and spread 
throughout the world.  The Miraculous Medal also 
played an important role in the proclamation in 1854 
by Pope Pius IX of the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception. 
 

 

 
 
Advent 2022 Begins on 27 November  
As we prepare for Advent, we should reflect on the 
themes of the four weeks of this first liturgical season:  
hope, love, joy, and peace. 
 
The word “advent” derives from the Latin word 
meaning “coming.” The Lord is coming. For 
Christians, the season of Advent anticipates the 
coming of Christ from two different perspectives. 
The season offers the opportunity to share in the 
ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, and to 
be alert for his Second Coming. 
 

During Advent we recall the history of God's people 
and reflect on how the prophecies and promises of 
the Old Testament were fulfilled – including Mary’s 
essential role. This gives us a background for the 
present. Today we can reflect on the past and so 
begin to understand what it means to us now for the 
sake of what is to come, in our own future and that of 
our world.   
 

 

 
 

Please pray for the Pope’s intentions for the 
month of November: 

 
Children Who Suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, 
especially those who are homeless, orphans, 
and victims of war; may they be guaranteed 
access to education and the opportunity to 

experience family affection. 


